
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of  
Eastern Suburbs Dog Training Club. 
Held on Sunday 16 November, 2025 
at the Training Grounds, Musgrave Avenue, Centennial Park. 
 
Present: Thierry Bennani (President) chaired the meeting, Julie Brandon (Vice President) Anne 
Brophy (Secretary) minutes, Vicki Etherington (OAM), Leonie Kelly, David Giveney, Joan 
Stewart, Mary Fletcher, Mel Licker, Jenny White and 52 other members. 
 
The meeting opened at 8:55am. 
 
1.To Note Apologies for Non-Attendance. 
Peter Read, Jan Cooke, Sandra Walker, Heather Martyn 
Moved - Thierry Bennani, Seconded - Anne Brophy 
Carried unopposed. 
 
2. To Confirm the Minutes of the 2024 AGM. 
The minutes of the 2024 AGM were taken as read. 
Moved - Anne Brophy, Seconded - Vicki Etherington OAM 
Carried unopposed. 
 
3. To Receive and Adopt the Audited Balance Sheet and Accompanying Reports. 
Moved - Vicki Etherington OAM, Seconded - Leonie Kelly 
Carried unopposed. 
 
4. To Receive the President’s Report. 
Moved - Julie Brandon, Seconded - Leonie Kelly 
Carried unopposed. 
 
5. To Receive the Secretary’s Report. 
Moved - Thierry Bennani, Seconded: Joan Stewart 
Carried unopposed. 
 
6. To Elect Office Bearers and Committee Members for the Following 12 Months. 
The following nominations have been received - 
 
President -  Vicki Etherington OAM 
Vice President - Julie Brandon 
Secretary -  Vacant 
Treasurer -   Peter Read 
 
General Committee  

Leonie Kelly 
   Mel Licker 
   Joan Stewart 
   Sandra Walker 



   Jenny White 
Moved - Julie Brandon, Seconded - Mary Fletcher 
Elected unopposed. 
 
Vicki Etherington OAM as President elect addressed the meeting outlining her long association 
with the Club and dog training. She announced that Joan Stewart had agreed to be Secretary, 
Leonie Kelly will be Equipment Officer assisted by Jenny White. Thanks were expressed to Mel 
Licker, Christine Chinn and Patricia Cooper for their work at the Club as volunteers at the Club 
where its Instructors train members to train their dogs. 
 
7. To Appoint an Auditor. 
Leah Hall audited the Club’s 2024/2025 financial statements. 
Leah Hall is willing to be nominated to be the Club’s auditor for the 2025/2026 Financial Year. 
Moved - Thierry Bennani, Seconded - Julie Brandon 
Carried unopposed. 
 
8. To Appoint a Public Officer 
The position is currently held by the treasurer. 
Thierry Bennani proposed Peter Read. 
Moved - Thierry Bennani, Seconded - Leonie Kelly 
Elected unopposed. 
 
9. To Consider and Deal with Motions of which Due Notice has been Given. 
The Committee recommends to members to approve a Membership Fee and Ground 
Fee increase - 

• Increase Annual Membership fee (July 1st to June 30th) by $20 i.e. $30 vs. $10 
currently, and 

• Increase Ground fee paid by Class 1 – 4 participants by $2 i.e. $5/per class vs. 
$3/per class today. 

• Additional membership fee from a dual membership remains unchanged at $10. 
Rational for recommendation - 

1. The Membership fee and Ground fee have not been increased for at least 10 
years. 

2. In a comparison analysis with 8 other Sydney metro dog training clubs, the ESDTC 
has the second lowest membership fee 

3. The Club is not able to generate sufficient income through its operations to cover 
its running costs. 
Moved - Thierry Bennani, Seconded - Anne Brophy 
Passed Unanimously. All members present voted in favour of the Committee’s recommendation 
to increase the ground fees to $5.00 and membership fees to $30.00 with immediate effect. 
 
10. To Deal with such other Business as the Chairperson and Members May Allow. 

1. Erick Van Aalst expressed thanks to Thierry Bennani, David Giveney and Anne Brophy 
for all their work in sourcing, purchasing and fitting out the new van on behalf of the 
members of the Club. 



2. Alison Harwood requested the Committee to consider the establishment of a Rally Class. 
Vicki Etherington as President elect stated that from resumption of training in 2026 there 
would be both Rally and Tricks classes offered to the Members by herself and Joan 
Stewart in their capacity as full panel Rally and Tricks judges. 

 
Meeting closed at 9:23am. 
 


